PROFESSIONALLY COMPETENT AND CONFIDENT
Below is the exercise which was used for discussion on professionally competent and confidant in the workshops:

This is identified as a Key Capability which could be met within both a practice learning opportunity and university:

Level 10

Students should be able to demonstrate to practice teachers and HEI’s that they are clear about their professional role and responsibilities and when they need to share information with other professionals to protect a child.
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In your group consider:

· How might you embed this KC?

· What might be the challenges and how can they be overcome?

· What do you want the outcomes to be for the service user?

· How might the student be assessed?

STIRLING:

Embedding:  
Practice teacher/link worker may need to draw on existing links with other teams.  Give student opportunity to participate in duty services and reception.

Challenges:  
Practice teacher/link supervisor own knowledge base in child development.  Sometimes links arise naturally but they can be difficult to plan.  Care needs to be taken re confidentiality.  

Service user outcomes:  
Service user rights - there are limitations to sharing information – link this to Children’s Charter – “Think carefully about how you use information about us.”

Assessment:  
Use of supervision, observation of student, learning logs, case notes, student’s contribution to discussion groups, practice discussion using case scenarios.  How does the student manage the process and their anxieties?
DUNDEE:
Embedding:  
HEI’s can use practice studies, locate student in complimentary agencies i.e. health centres etc.  Use of integration days

Challenges:  
Need to avoid “bolt ons” i.e. integration as a key part.  Getting other agencies “on board.”  Wider political and resources climate.

Service user outcomes:  
One stop shop with lead agency.  Service user and carers have confidence in student knowing what they are doing.

Assessment:  
Knowledge of roles and responsibilities.  Quality of presentation.  Observe student in other forums.

GLASGOW:
Embedding:  
Within HEI’s – use case studies.  In HEI and PLO look at legislation, guidance and codes of practice.  Good induction on PLO’s.

Challenges:  
Level 10 for post graduate students – steep learning curve.  Consider issues of recruitment/selection.  Awareness of Key Capabilities – need discussion within training teams, improved communication from HEI’s, training for practice teachers on Key Capabilities.  

Challenge for practice teachers if students are at different levels.  Practice teachers need to be clear of the criteria at each level.  E-learning used as a tool.

Service user outcomes:  
Improved knowledge, raised awareness of holistic assessment.  Improved practice, protecting children.  Services user informed about the SW role and duty and that of other professionals.

Assessment:  
Needs to be linked to learning outcomes in portfolio.  Usual assessment tools.

ABERDEEN:

Embedding:  
Opportunities for inter professional practice should be available in any practice setting.  At university module content:  community care, child care and protection, criminal justice, substance problems etc and involvement of stakeholders in teaching delivery.  Context setting by practice teachers in practice learning.

Challenges:  
Practice setting: some lend themselves more easily than others.  Students confidence in understanding/finding role.  Students ability to handle conflict, assert self.  Link workers and practice teachers need to find balance between support/student autonomy.  Can learning be transferable?  E.g. adult experience in community care has validity for child care.

Service user outcomes:  
Maintain centrality, individuality, and uniqueness.  Empowered to manage own affairs.  Gets best available service from all professions.

Assessment:  
Reflective written material.  Existing assessment tools e.g. reflective self assessment, feedback from other professionals.  Existing assessments in HEI incorporate inter professional principles in several modules.

EDINBURGH:

Embedding:  
Student needs to conduct a holistic assessment and this could now have a child care focus.  Most child care PLO’s will present an opportunity to conduct a parenting assessment – where this is not possible, the experience will have to be sourced from another agency.  There will be challenges here, including the process of disclosure, but one solution is to set up that work early in the placement.  

Challenges:  
Discussion about how we defined a child for the purposes of assessing Key Capabilities.  This led on to a discussion about vulnerable adults – we expect to have Key Capabilities for that group in due course.  Discussion about the need to be clear about the expectations of the document.

Service user outcomes:  
Ethical practice is vital – not using service users to meet the needs of students. Service users must not be negatively affected by this process.  The service which is provided must be appropriate to the needs of the service user.  Qualified SW’s would be better equipped 

Assessment:  
Students could complete a work summary about a child care setting where they demonstrated meeting the Key Capabilities.  One HEI explained they had introduced an extra piece of assessed work as part of the students practice portfolio to demonstrate meeting Key Capabilities.  Use SCOPT and KC website to help students and practice teachers to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.  
